
CALIFORNIA RESIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL roARD
SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 83-18

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMEN'fS FOR:

UNION OIL COMPANY
UNION CHEMICAL DIVISION
RODEO, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

'I'he California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. Union Oil Conpany (hereinafter called the discharger) filed a Report of
Waste Discharge dated March 11, 1983 for its plant located two miles
southeast of Rodeo in Franklin Canyon (38 0 01' 10" latitude and 122 0 14'
20" longitude) as shown on Attachment A. This report included reports
titled "Geotechnical Study Containment Ponds Union Chemicals Division
Plant Rodeo, California" dated March 3, 1983 and "Plant Water
Conservation System With Cogeneration Facilities".

2. The facility is used to calcine coke fran petroleum refinery operations.
The calcined coke is used by other companies and at other locations for
aluminum and steel production. The following activities at this site
could affect water quality and are the subject of these requirements:

a. The uncalcined coke ("gree.n coke") is stored in large piles on a 17
acre asphalted area. These piles are sprayed with wastewater fran
the ponds for dust control.

b. Wastewaters fran the boiler feedwater system, boiler blowdown,
cooling tower blowdown and rainfall and excess spray runoff from
the uncalcined coke storage area are contained in a two pond
system.

3. The uncalcined coke storage areas described in Finding 2 drain to the
pond system. The pond system consist of a 220,000 gallon concrete-lined
settling pond (pond A) which overflows to a 3.4 million gallon pond
presently being constructed (pond B). The coke which settles in pond A
is periodically removed and fed to the calciners. The pond waters are
used for: make-up water in the cooling tower; quench water for the
calcined coke; and, spray water for the uncal.c.ined coke piles.

4. The wastewater is expected to be relatively non-toxic and should not
contain organic compounds in any significant concentration, but does
contain sane metals. However, petroleum refinery coke is a group 1
waste and its toxicity is dependent on the refinery's source of crude
oil, operations and green coke handling. Wastewater could leach toxic
material fran the coke and, therefore; could also be a group 1 waste.
























